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Science in the
Spotlight:

¢ Schoo]
Students who s

9et lower grades

_ - Marijuana user
S
likely to graduate from high sjhrzcljss

than non-using Students.

¢ School
Heavy users of marijuana
| show great difficulty in:
.+ Holding or refocusing their attention
- Registering, organizing, and

using information ¢ Work

studies show that marijuana
use affects many different

o aspects of working, includmg‘.(
Juan . Being late or absent for w‘or
y s?,:e v 4 - . Having accidents on the job
g s . Having to leave work
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Q @ Smoking five marijuana joints a week is the
\§ equivalent of smoking a pack of cigarettes a day
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The immediate effects of marijuana are slowed reacti.on time,
poor physical coordination, and impaired concentration

=, Marijuana Crossword Puzzle Answers:
. »f" 1. hippocampus; 2. cancer; 3. four; 4. coordination; 5. dopamine; 6. withdrawal; 7. THC; 8. pot; 9. smoked; 10. cannabis

. '_ Scramble Answer: THC is the active chemical in marijuana.
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Marijuana is used more frequently in the United States than any other illegal drug.
There are many misconceptions about the drug and how it affects a person.The
large number of marijuana users does not mean that the drug is harmless: far from
it, in fact. Despite what people say and think, there are many science-based facts
about the drug. Find out for yourself. Become an expert on the truth of marijuana
use by looking up these Web sites:

& www.drugabuse.gov
® www.ncadi.samhsa.gov
& www.abovetheinfluence.com*

e Www.justthinktwice.com e

After you learn more for yourself about marijuana, watch television carefully for
references to the drug. Because it is an illegal drug, TV cannot show use of the
drug, but marijuana use definitely happens on various TV shows. How do they
portray the drug? How does this compare to what you've learned about the
science of marijuana?

* These sites were not developed by the Federal Government and the Federal Government
does not endorse them.
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18-year-old™/ 4

Brain of a ‘
who has used marijuana4 |
times a week for 3 years' |

Healthy Brain

Ma rijjuana and the Brain the above pictures are Single Photon
Emission Computed Tomography (SPECT) images, a type of brain imaging that allows
doctors and scientists to look into the brain of a living person to see how it is working.
The holes in the pictures are not actually holes in the brain. They show areas of the
brain that should be working but aren’t. The SPECT image of the marijuana abuser
shows much less activity.
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